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What was life like for  
  Vladimir Voevodsky?



Donna D’Fini 
Administrator of the Harvard Math department in the 1990s 

Diana Morse 
Administrative Officer of the Society of Fellows at Harvard University 

Mary Jane Hayes 
Administrative Officer at the School of Mathematics at the Institute for 
Advanced Study



Other sides of Volodia 



Venezuela, Estado Amazonas, December 1995





Life of a Visionary 



Sep 1990: Arrival to Harvard graduate school 
Invited on recommendation of Alexander Beilinson without applying  

Jun 1992: PhD Thesis Defense  
Advisor David Kazhdan; Thesis Reader Eric Friedlander 

Mar 1996: Announces proof of Milnor’s Conjectures  
Great Lakes K-Theory Conference, Fields Institute in Toronto 

Dec 1996: Posts preprint of proof of Milnor’s Conjectures  
K-Theory preprint Server 

Oct 1997: Announces foundation for proof of Bloch-Kato 
Conjectures (Bloch-Kato Conjecture, for any prime, is equivalent to the Generalized Hilbert 
90 theorem) 
Great Lakes K-Theory Conference, Milwaukee 

Aug 1998: Plenary talk at International Congress of Mathematicians 
Berlin, Germany 

Aug 2002: Fields Medal at International Congress of Mathematicians 
Beijing, China



Andrei Suslin 
Alexander Merkurjev 
Marc Levine 
Spencer Bloch 
Christophe Soule 
Pierre Deligne 
Eric Friedlander

Markus Rost 
Fabien Morel 
Mike Hopkins 

Ofer Gaber  
Lars Hesselholt 
Tom Goodwillie 
Steve Lichtenbaum 

Mazza, C., V. Voevodsky, and C. Weibel, "Lecture notes on motivic 
cohomology", Clay Mathematics Monographs, vol. 2: American Mathematical 
Society, Providence, RI; Clay Mathematics Institute, Cambridge, MA, pp. xiv
+216, 2006.

http://www2.maths.ox.ac.uk/cmi/library/monographs/cmim02.pdf
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Being a visionary may sound glamorous, but 
it is arduous, isolating and extremely lonely  

Life of a Visionary 



The Fields Medal  
Beijing, China,    August 2002 









Human Side





Vladimir Voevodsky’s Legacy




