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NKATHA	KABIRAP.O.	Box	4869-00506,	Nairobi,	Kenya	|	0718	944768	|	nkabira@uonbi.ac.keNkatha	Kabira	is	a	poet,	author	and	lecturer	at	the	School	of	Law,	University	of	Nairobi.	She	is	also	an	Iso	Lomso	(“eye	of	tomorrow”)	Fellow	at	the	Stellenbosch	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies	in	Stellenbosch,	South	Africa,	a	Fellow	at	the	Intercontinental	Academia	(ICA),	and	a	postdoctoral	fellow	at	the	Ife	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies,	Nigeria.	She	completed	her	doctoral	degree	at	Harvard	Law	School	(HLS)	in	May	2015	and	has	professional	and	research	experience	in	several	areas	ranging	from	law	and	language	to	democracy	and	the	legal	process	and	to	gender	and	the	law.	She	lectures	widely	and	has	taught	extensively	both	in	Nairobi	and	at	Harvard	and	has	received	awards	in	recognition	of	excellence	in	teaching.	Prior	to	completing	the	LL.M.	Program	at	HLS	in	2008,	she	worked	as	a	legal	associate	and	pupil	at	Kaplan	and	Stratton	Advocates	in	Nairobi,	Kenya.	She	has	worked	as	a	research	fellow	at	the	Kenya	National	Commission	on	Human	Rights,	the	Kenya	Law	Reform	Commission	and	the	Constitution	of	Kenya	Review	Commission.	She	holds	a	Bachelor	of	Laws	degree	from	the	University	of	Nairobi	and	a	postgraduate	diploma	in	legal	practice	from	the	Kenya	School	of	Law.	She	is	an	Advocate	of	the	High	Court	of	Kenya.	
EDUCATIONHarvard	Law	School,	Cambridge,	MA,	USA
Doctor	of	Juridical	Sciences	(S.J.D.)	2015	 	 	
																															Fellowships:	Harvard	Law	School,	(“HLS”)	Graduate	Program	Fellowships	(2008-2013)

																																				HLS,	Summer	Public	Interest	Fellowship	(2008-2014)
																																																														HLS,	Chayes	International	Public	Fellowship	(2009)Harvard	Law	School,	Cambridge,	MA,	USA
Kenya	School	of	Law,	Nairobi,	Kenya
Advocate	of	the	High	Court	of	Kenya	(2007)
University	of	Nairobi,	Nairobi,	Kenya
Thesis:	“Women	and	Constitution	Making	in	Kenya”

AWARDS,	ACADEMIC	APPOINTMENTS	AND	FELLOWSHIPSLecturer, University of Nairobi, School of Law, Nairobi, Kenya	 2016	to	dateAdjunct Lecturer, Riara University, Nairobi, Kenya 2015	to	date

Iso	Lomso (“eye of tomorrow”) Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies, Stellenbosch,South Africa 2019-2022Edinburgh Catalyst Fellowship 2019Moderator, Council of Legal Education, Nairobi, Kenya	 2019Visiting Scholar, Institute of Advanced Studies, Stellenbosch, South	Africa 	 2018Fellow, Intercontinental Academia, University of Birmingham, UKFellow, Intercontinental Academia, Nanyang Technological University, SingaporeFellow, Ife Institute of Advanced Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria



3

Research Coordinator, University of Nairobi, School of Law, Nairobi, KenyaHutchins Fellow, W.E. B. Du Bois and Hutchins Center for African and																																																																									African American Research at Harvard UniversityPostdoctoral Fellow, University of Nairobi, School of Law 2015-2017External Moderator, Riara Law School, Nairobi 2015Teaching Fellow, Department of African and African American Studies, Harvard University  2009-2017Harvard Law School, LLM Advisor 2008-2009HLS, Graduate Program Fellow, Teaching Assistant, LLM Writer’s Workshop 2009-2010Derek Bok Award for Excellence in Teaching 2012, 2015&17Dean’s List, University of Nairobi 2002 – 2005Presidential Awards Scheme, Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards 2000
WORK	EXPERIENCE2016	-	Present:	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law
Position:	Lecturer	and	Research	Coordinator
Courses:	International	Human	Rights,	Democracy	and	the	Legal	Process,	Legal	Research	and	Writing,	Research	
Methodology,	Research	Paper,	Dissertation.2015	-	Present:	Riara	University,	School	of	Law
Position:	Adjunct	Lecturer	and	Research	Coordinator
Courses:	Legal	Systems	and	Legal	Methods,	Research	Paper,	Dissertation.2010	-	2017:	Harvard	University
Position:	Teaching	Fellow,	African	and	African	American	Studies	Department
Courses:	Introduction	to	African	Studies,	Introduction	to	African	Languages	and	Cultures,	Entrepreneurship	in	
Africa,	Chocolate,	Culture	and	the	Politics	of	Food,	Swahili	language.2008	-	2014:	Harvard	University
Position:	Teaching	Fellow,	African	Language	Program
Courses:	Swahili	Language	and	Theater	Night2009	-	2012:	Kenya	Law	Reform	Commission
Position:	Summer	Research	Fellow
Projects:	Evaluation	of	the	Status	of	Implementation	of	the	Constitution	of	Kenya	2010,	Legislative	Drafting.2010:	Kenya	National	Commission	in	Human	Rights
Position:	Summer	Research	Fellow
Projects:	Security	Sector	Governance	Reform	and	Civic	Education	on	the	Constitution	of	Kenya2010:	Open	Society	Institute,	Africa	Governance	Monitoring	and	Advocacy	Project
Position:	Research	Assistant	to	Prof	Patricia	Kameri-Mbote

2010	-	2011:	Judiciary	Training	Institute
Position:	Rapporteur,	Kenya	Judges	Colloquium
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2010	-	2012:	Riara	University
Position:	Curriculum	Development,	Riara	Law	School
Projects:	Legal	Education	and	Curriculum	Formulation2009:	Harvard	Law	School
Position:	Teaching	Assistant,	LLM	Writers	Workshop
Course:	LLM	Writing	Project2007:	Harvard	University,	School	of	Public	Health
Position:	Research	Assistant	to	Prof	Stephen	Marks
Projects:	The	Right	to	development	in	International	Law2007:	Centre	for	International	Sustainable	Development	Law,	Canada
Position:	Junior	Researcher,	Project	on	Gender,	International	Law	and	Justice
Projects:	Gender	and	the	right	to	water	and	International	Law	in	Kenya2005	-	2007:	Kaplan	and	Stratton	Advocates
Position:	Associate	Lawyer	and	Pupil
Projects:	Commercial	and	Civil	Litigation,	Arbitration	and	Probate	Administration.2006:	UNAIDS,	Geneva,	Switzerland
Position:	Research	Assistant	to	Jean	Kamau,	Kenyan	Case	Study	on	Gender	and	HIV/AIDs
Projects:	The	links	between	Gender	and	HIVE/AIDs	in	Kenya2006:	American	Bar	Association,	USA
2002	-	2004:	Constitution	of	Kenya	Review	Commission,	Kenya
Position:	Research	Assistant
Projects:	Comparative	analysis	of	constitution	making	processes	around	the	world.

RESEARCH	AREAS	The	Law	of	CommissionsLaw	and	GovernanceConstitution	Making	and	ImplementationLegal	and	Institutional	Reform	in	AfricaInternational	Law	and	African	DevelopmentGlobalization	of	LawLegal	Systems	and	MethodsGenderAfrican	StudiesEntrepreneurship	in	AfricaLegal	Process
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PUBLICATIONS

IN	PROGRESS

	“Wanjiku	and	The	Wig:	Kenya’s	Legal	Transformation	Dance”	Pathways	Journal	on	African	Women	Studies,	Nairobi,	2019	[forthcoming]“Let	No	One	Uproot	The	Pumpkin:	The	Akiwumi	Commission	and	The	limits	of	Legal	Formalism”	to	be	submitted	to	the	Law	and	Society	Review	Journal	of	the	Law	and	Society	Association.	“The	Law	of	Commissions:	A	Case	Study	of	the	Place	of	Commissions	in	Kenya”	to	be	submitted	to	Oxford	University	Press.	“How	to	Find	Your	Voice”	Author	House,	Bloomington,	Indiana,	2018[forthcoming]
	BOOK	CHAPTERS“ ”,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law,	2019	[forthcoming]
“The	Status	of	the	Implementation	of	Commissions	in	Kenya,”	in	Yash	Ghai,	The	Status	of	the	Implementation	of	the	Constitution	of	Kenya	2010,	Katiba	Institute,	2019	[forthcoming]
2019	[forthcoming]
MODULES 	 University	 of	 Nairobi,	 Open	 Distance	 Learning	 Campus,	 2019	[forthcoming]
JOURNAL	ARTICLES

“Constitutionalizing	 Travelling	 Feminisms	 in	 Kenya”	 Cornell	 International	 Law	 Journal	 Special	 Issue	 on	Gender,	2019	[forthcoming]“ 	International	Journal	on	Research	and	Knowledge,	2019.	Pathways	 Journal	on	African	Women	Studies,	Nairobi,	2019	[forthcoming] 	Pathways	Journal	on	African	Women	Studies,	Nairobi,	2019	[forthcoming] 	 co-authored	 with	 Garvin	 Rodgers,	 International	 Journal	 on	Research	and	Knowledge,	2019. 	 co-authored	 with	 Catherine	Wachira,	 International	 Journal	 on	Research	and	Knowledge,	2019
Mbote	&	Agnes	Meroka,	African	Women	Studies	Center,	University	of	Nairobi,	2018
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	co-authored	with	Patricia	Kameri-Mbote	in	 African	Women	Studies	Center,	University	of	Nairobi,	2018“Okoth	the	Dream	Keeper:	Breaking	Down	the	Boundaries	of	Law,”	with	Wanjiku	Kabira,	in	Essays	in	Honor	of	Professor	Okoth	Ogendo,	edited	by	Patricia	Kameri	Mbote	and	Collins	Odote,	School	of	Law,	University	of	Nairobi,	2017.
The	Law	of	Commissions:	A	Case	Study	of	the	Place	of	Commissions	in	Law	and	Governance	in	Kenya,	Dissertation,	Harvard	Law	School,	Cambridge,	MA,	May	2015,“ ”	with	Nancy	Baraza,	Pathways	to	Feminism	and	Development	in	Africa	Journal,	Nairobi,	2013.		“Separating	the	Baby	from	the	Bath	Water:	Women’s	Rights	and	the	Politics	of	Constitution	Making	in	Kenya”	with	Patricia	Kameri	Mbote,	East	African	Journal	of	Peace	and	Human	Rights	
“Women	and	Constitution	Making	in	Kenya,”	Dissertation,	University	of	Nairobi,	2005.
“Litany	of	Hope”	Author	House,	Bloomington,	Indiana,	2018	“My	Sun”	Author	House,	Bloomington,	Indiana,	2017“Come	with	Me”	in	Wanjiku	Kabira,	“A	letter	to	Mariama	Ba”	University	of	Nairobi	Press,	2005;	“I	am	the	Girl	Child”	 in	a	collection	of	poems	entitled	Tilda,	Collaborative	Centre	for	Gender	and	Development,	Nairobi,	1998;
	“Is	this	Right?”	in	a	collection	of	poems	entitled	“with	a	song	in	our	hearts,”	FAWE	and	CCGD,	Nairobi,	Kenya	1996;	“The	Colors	of	Ooki’s	legacy,“	Gender	Lens,	Collaborative	Center	for	Gender	and	Development,	1999;	“Africa’s	New	
Dawn,”	Gender	Lens,	Collaborative	Center	for	Gender	and	Development,	Nairobi,	Kenya,	1999
SELECTED	PAPER	PRESENTATIONS Harvard	Law	School,	SJD	Association	Workshop,	May	2018
“Constitutionalizing	Traveling	Feminisms”	Cornel	Law	School,	Transnational	 Legal	Feminisms	Workshop,	March	2018 	Ife	Institute	of	Advanced	Studies,	Workshop	on	the	Challenges	of	Doing	Research	in	Africa,	Ife,	Nigeria,	August	2018 Law	 and	 Society	 Association,	 Toronto,	Canada,	June	2018.“ 	SHUREA	Afridoors	,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law,	August	2019
“Feminist	Tools	of	Research,”		SHUREA	Afridoors,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law,	August	2019“The	10Ps	of	Research”,	African	Women	Studies	Center,	University	of	Nairobi,	PHd	Workshop,	August	2018.	Harvard	Africa	Workshop,	Harvard	University,	Cambridge,	MA,	February	22nd		2016
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	Lecture,	AAS20,	Introduction	to	African	Languages	and	Cultures,	Department	of	African	and	African	American	Studies,	Fall	2013“Commissions	as	Governance:	The	Case	of	the	Akiwumi	Commission”	The	Institute	for	Global	Law	and	Policy	Annual	Workshop,	Harvard	Law	School,	June	3-9,	2013 	Lecture,	AAS20,	Introduction	to	African	Languages	and	Cultures,	Department	of	African	and	African	American	Studies,	Fall	2012“Wanjiku	and	the	Wig:	Kenya’s	Legal	Transformation	Dance”	The	Institute	for	Global	Law	and	Policy	Annual	Workshop,	Harvard	Law	School,	June	3-9,	2012
paper)	The	Institute	for	Global	Law	and	Policy	Annual	Workshop,	Harvard	Law	School,	June	3-9,	2012	 Strathmore	 Law	 School,	Nairobi,	Kenya,	August,	2012	 Sciences	Po	Law	School,	Paris,	France,	March	2-24,	2012	Panel	Chair,	“ 	Global	Legal	Education	Forum,	March	23-25,	2012	Yale	Law	School,	New	Haven,	Dec	1-2,	2011
	 “The	Kenyan	Constitution	Making	Process:	 The	Voice	 of	 the	 Land	 is	 in	 our	 Languages”	April	 21st	2011,	African	Languages	in	the	Disciplines	Conference,	Harvard	University 	presented	on	March	7th	2011	at	the	Committee	of	African	Studies	Workshop,	Harvard	University.	 	presented	on	April	12th	2011,	SJD	Colloquium,	Harvard	law	school.	presented	on	October	12,	2010	Kenyan	Constitution	talk	at	Harvard	Law	School
FORTHCOMING	PAPER	PRESENTATIONS 	Intercontinental	Academia,	Birmingham	University,	March	2019-03-18 	Edinburgh	University,	June	2019	Law	and	Society	Association,	June	2019	Afridoors	Conference	to	be	held	in	Addis	Ababa	University,	Ethiopia,	October	2019.
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LIST	OF	MASTER	OF	LAWS	RESEARCH	PROJECTS	SUPERVISED	TO	
COMPLETIONChristabel	Mideva,	“
Senate,”	University	of	Nairobi,	2018Gathu	 Charles	 Kanjuki,	 “The	 Challenges	 Facing	 the	 Implementation	 of	 the	 Public	 Procurement	 in	 light	 of	 the	
Constitution	of	Kenya	2010,”	University	of	Nairobi,	2018.Lubengu	Kennedy	Echesa,	“	Tensions	in	Teacher	Management	and	Governance	of	Public	Schools	under	Kenya’s	Post	
2010	Legal	Framework:	A	Case	Study	of	Kakamega	County”,		University	of	Nairobi,	2018Philomena	Mbete	Mwilu,	“	From	access	to	justice	to	expeditious	access	to	justice:	A	Case	Study	of	Nairobi,	Kakamega	
and	Makueni	Counties,”		University	of	Nairobi,	2018Lowoton	Oliver	Erupe,	“The	Place	of	Atheists	in	the	Kenyan	Legal	System”,	University	of	Nairobi,	2018Peter	Wasamba,	 	University	of	Nairobi,	2018Joseph	Kaguru	Macharia
Act	in	light	of	the	Constitution	of	Kenya	2010,	University	of	Nairobi,	2018.Amelia	Otono,	“Public	Complaints	and	the	Ombudsman	in	Kenya,”	University	of	Nairobi,	2018
LIST	OF	BACHELOR	OF	LAWS	DISSERTATIONS	SUPERVISED	TO	COMPLETION
Kanyangi Leah Aoko, , Degree of Bachelor of Laws
(LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Wachira Catherine Wairimu,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi,

2017.

Githogori Marion Wambui, ,
Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

Benedict Wandeto Wachira,
 , Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

Osala Dick Omondi
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Flavius Rehema Ogendi, , Degree of Bachelor
of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Andrew C. Nyongesa Musungu,
, Degree of Bachelor

of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.
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Kamau Francis Kabuchu,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Ekusi Lore E.C.M,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

Garvin Rodgers,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Barasa Maurice Wekesa,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws

(LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Maina Lucia Muthoni,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of

the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Kiarie Irene Wairimu, , Degree of Bachelor of
Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

, Degree of Bachelor of
Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

Njeru Benjamin Mutaku, , Degree of Bachelor
of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.

Muna Abdiwahab Abdullahi, , Degree
of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Ngau Elizabeth Kiluu, , Degree of Bachelor of Laws
(LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

, Degree of
Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

,
Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Wanjala Opwora Obimba, , Degree of Bachelor
of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Haro Stephen Deche,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2018.

Onsongo Emma Nyabisi,
, Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) of the University of Nairobi, 2017.
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CONSULTANCIES	AND	PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES	Junior	Researcher,	Gender	Analysis	of	the	IGAD	Drought	Disaster	Resilience	and	Sustainability	Initiative	and	Regional	Programming	Paper,	2016.Moderator,	Council	of	Legal	Education,	2019Editor,	East	Africa	Law	Journal	Special	Issue	on	Gender,	2019Facilitator,	Ife	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies,	Nigeria,	August	2017	and	2018.
GRANTS,	SCHOLARSHIPS	AND	FUNDRAISINGPostdoctoral	Candidate,	SHUREA,	Kshs	500,000Postdoctoral	Candidate,	Project	Title:	Promoting	Effective	Land	Governance	and	Equity	through	knowledge	generation,	scholarship	and	linkages	with	non	state	actors	and	communities,	Ford	Foundation,	Essays	in	Honor	of	
Professor	HWO	Okoth	Ogendo:	Thoughts	on	Land	Law	in	Theory	and	Practice,	Kshs	150,000	Harvard	African	Language	Program,	United	States	University,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law,	part	of	a	team	headed	by	Prof.	John	Mugane	that	raised	USD	20,000	Ford	Foundation,	part	of	a	team	headed	by	Prof.	Patricia	Kameri	Mbote	and	Prof.	Wanjiku	Kabira	that	raised	approximately	USD	10,000	for	the	publication	of	the	book,	“Changing	the	Mainstream:	Celebrating	Women’s	
University	of	Nairobi	E-Text	book	program,	part	of	the	team	headed	by	Prof.	Patricia	Kameri	Mbote	that	developed	a	concept	for	the	Women	and	the	Law	book,	School	of	Law,	2019.University	of	Nairobi	E-textbook	program,	part	of	the	team	headed	by	Prof.	Wanjiku	Mukabi	Kabira	that	developed	the	concept	for	the	African	Women	Leadership,	Africa	Women	Studies	Center,	2019
COMMUNITY	ENGAGEMENTMember,	Institute	for	African	Women	in	Law,	Accra,	GhanaMember,	Women	in	Academia,	Nairobi,	KenyaMember,	Federation	of	Kenya	Women	LawyersFaculty	Advisor,	International	Moot	Court	Society,	University	of	NairobiFaculty	Mentor,	University	of	Nairobi	Students	Law	Journal	Association	Organizer,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law,	Annual	Research	Fair,	2018	and	2019.Member,	Naitera	Foundation	Member,	St.	John	Bosco	Choir
ADMINISTRATIVE	DUTIES	Research	Coordinator,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law	Member,	Postgraduate	Curriculum	Review	Sub-Committee,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	LawMember,	Undergraduate	Curriculum	Review	Sub	-Committee,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law.Member,	Postgraduate	Studies	Committee,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	LawMember,	Undergraduate	Studies	Committee,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	LawMember,	Library	and	Research	Committee,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	LawEditor,	East	Africa	Law	Journal,	University	of	Nairobi,	School	of	Law
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Harvard	SJD	Association	Board	Member	(2012-2014)Harvard	African	Law	Association	Board	Member	(2008-2015)Choir	Member,	Don	Bosco	Upper	Hill,	Nairobi,	Kenya
LANGUAGESEnglish-	Native	Language;	Swahili-	Native	Language;	Kikuyu	and	Meru	–	Basic;	French-	Conversational	
MEMBERSHIPS-		 Law	and	Society	Association,	USA.-	 Women	in	the	Academy,	Nairobi,	Kenya–	 The	Law	Society	of	Kenya–	 The	Center	for	African	Women	Studies,	University	of	Nairobi–	 Federation	of	Kenyan	Women	Lawyers–	 Institute	for	African	Women	in	Law
REFERENCES
Prof.	Janet	HalleyRoyall	Professor	of	LawHarvard	Law	Schooljhalley@law.harvard.edu	
Convener	of	the	Summer	Institute	at	the	Institute	for	Advanced	Studies,	IfeProfessor	of	African	&	African	American	Studies,	the	Faculty	of	Arts	and	SciencesProfessor	of	African	Religious	Traditions,	Harvard	Divinity	SchoolFaculty	Associate,	Weatherhead	Center	for	International	Affairsolupona@fas.harvard.edu	
Professor,	School	of	Law	University	of	Nairobi 	
Director,	African	Language	ProgramDepartment	of	African	and	African	American	StudiesHarvard	Universityjmugane@fas.harvard.edu
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ANNEXES
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ANNEX	1			
HARVARD	UNIVERSITY	

DOCTORAL	DEGREE	CERTIFICATE


