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THE GETTY AND ROTHSCHILD FOUNDATION ANNOUNCE INAUGURAL GETTY 
ROTHSCHILD FELLOWSHIP 

Fellowship will provide housing and resources to one scholar each year 

 

 

LOS ANGELES – The Getty and the Rothschild Foundation today announced the creation of 
the Getty Rothschild Fellowship, which will support innovative scholarship in the history of 
art, collecting, and conservation, using the collection and resources of both institutions. The 
fellowship offers art historians, museum professionals, or conservators the opportunity to 
research and study at both the Getty in Los Angeles and Waddesdon Manor in 
Buckinghamshire, England. The inaugural fellow is Dr. David Saunders, a foremost expert in 
the area of conservation science who will work on museum and gallery lighting during the 
fellowship.  
 
“The Getty and the Rothschild Foundation hold similar values regarding the understanding 
and conservation of visual art around the world, and it is only appropriate that we would work 
together to support individuals who demonstrate these values through their research,” says 

Dr. David Saunders 
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Jim Cuno, president and CEO of the J. Paul Getty Trust. “We are pleased to award the 
inaugural Getty Rothschild Fellowship to Dr. Saunders, whose work in museum lighting has 
been of long-standing interest to the Getty Conservation Institute and the Getty Museum.” 
 
Dr. Saunders is a former principal scientist at The National Gallery and keeper of conservation, 
documentation, and research at the British Museum. Now an independent researcher, 
Saunders is writing what will be a seminal book about museum and gallery lighting. 
Waddesdon is an ideal place to advance his research, as it will serve as a case study for the 
upcoming publication.  The Flint House, the RIBA award-winning Rothschild Foundation 
property, will provide an exceptional environment in which the fellow will stay while working 
at Waddesdon. 

“The Rothschild Foundation and Waddesdon Manor are delighted to be collaborating with the 
Getty on this Fellowship, which will nurture high-level scholarship on subjects which are close 
to the hearts of both institutions, whether in the fields of art and art history, collecting, 
conservation or the application of new technologies to the museum and heritage worlds. I am 
particularly pleased that our first Fellow will be David Saunders, whose work is of the greatest 
possible relevance to Waddesdon, as a historic house seeking to present itself in innovative 
ways,” says Lord Rothschild, OM GBE.  

The selection process for the Getty Rothschild fellowship includes a number of criteria, 
including whether the applicant’s work would benefit from proximity to the Getty and 
Rothschild collections. Fellowships will be for up to eight months, with the time split equally 
between the Getty and Waddesdon Manor. Dr. Saunders will be at the Getty from January to 
March 2017 and at Waddesdon Manor from April to June 2017. Fellows will also receive a 
stipend during their time at both locations. The fellowship is administered by the Getty 
Foundation.  

In 2014, Lord Jacob Rothschild received the Getty Medal for his contributions to the practice, 
understanding, and support of the arts.  
 

### 
 

The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual 
arts that includes the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation 
Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience 
from two locations:  the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades. 
 
The Getty Foundation fulfills the philanthropic mission of the Getty Trust by supporting individuals and 
institutions committed to advancing the greater understanding and preservation of the visual arts in Los 
Angeles and throughout the world. Through strategic grant initiatives, the Foundation strengthens art 
history as a global discipline, promotes the interdisciplinary practice of conservation, increases access to 
museum and archival collections, and develops current and future leaders in the visual arts. It carries out 
its work in collaboration with the other Getty Programs to ensure that they individually and collectively 
achieve maximum effect. Additional information is available at www.getty.edu/foundation. 
 
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.  
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the Getty 
Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public programs. 
 

http://www.getty.edu/about/medal/


Rothschild Foundation 
The Rothschild Foundation is a UK charity chaired by Lord Rothschild.  In addition to its ongoing 
commitment to Waddesdon Manor, it undertakes major projects and provides financial and other 
support across a range of interests, in particular arts and heritage.  
 
Additional information is available at www.rothschildfoundation.org.uk  
 
Waddesdon Manor 
Waddesdon Manor was built by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild from 1874 to display his outstanding 
collection of arts and to entertain the fashionable world.  It combines the highest quality 18th-century 
French decorative arts, magnificent English portraits and Dutch Old Master paintings with one of the 
finest Victorian gardens in Britain, famous for its parterre and ornate working Aviary.  Bequeathed to 
the National Trust in 1957, Waddesdon is managed by the Rothschild Foundation on behalf of the 
National Trust. 
 
Additional information is available at www.waddesdon.org.uk  
 
Flint House 
Awarded RIBA House of the Year Award 2015, the Flint House on the Waddesdon Estate is a stepped 
linear monolith that seems pulled from the landscape as a geological extrusion of infinite age. The flint-
faced walls fade in six coloured strata from black through shades of grey to white appearing to dissolve 
into the sky.  

Created by architect Charlotte Skene Catling, of Skene Catling de la Peña Architects, as a contemporary 
house, the interiors were designed by David Mlinaric. 

Additional information is available at www.architecture.com  
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