
Questions 

1) Vlhat is the es:sential nature of academic freedom and 
why is it necessary for the pursuit of truth? 

2) What threats to academic freedom do you see at this time? 

3) '~'hat in your view are the particular responsibilities of 
a citizen at this time in the defense of our traditional freedoms 
as expressed in our Bill of Rights? 

4) Vfuat in your opinion are the special obligations of an 
intellectual in a democratic society? 

5) What in your opinion is the best way to help the victims 
of political inquisitions? 
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nswers 

l ) :j3y academic freedom I understand the ri ght to sea r ch for truth 
and to publish and teach what one holds to be true . Thi s right 
i mplies also a duty : one must not conceal any part of wmt one 
has recognized to be true . It is evi dent tha t any restriction 
of academic freedom acts i n su ch a way as to hamper the dis ­
semination of knowledge among people and thereby impedes rational 
judgment ~nd action . 

2) The threat to academic f r eedom in our time must be seen in the 
f a ct that , because of the alleged external danger to our country, 
freedom of tea chin , mutual exchange of opinions and freedom of 
pres,s and other med i a of communication are encroa ched upon or 
obstructed . This i s done by creating a situation in whi ch peo ple 
feel their economic positions endang ered . Cons equently , more and 
more people avoid expressing their opinion freely, even in t heir 
priva te social life . This is a state of af a irs which a democra tic 
government cannot survi ve in the long run . 

3) The strengbh of the Constitution lies en t irely in the determination 
of each citizen to defend it . Only i f every singl e citizen feels 
du t y bound to do his share. in t his defense a re the constitutional 
ri gh t s se cure . Thus , a duty is i mposed on everyone which no one 
must eva de , noth ithstanding risks and dangers for him and his 
family . 

4) In principle , eve rybody is equally involved in defending the 
constitutiona l ri ght :s . The "intellectua l s " in the widest sens e 
of the word · are,however, in a special position since they ha ve , 
thank s to their special training , a pa rticular s trong influence 
on the formation of public opinion . This i s the reason why tho s e 
who a re a bout to lead us toward an authoritaria n govermnent a re 
particula rly concerned with intimidating a nd muzzling that group . 
I t is therefore , in the present s i tuation, especially i mport an t 
for t he intellectuals to do their duty . I see thi s u ty in r e us ing 
to cooperate in a ny und ertaking t hat viol a te s t he cons titut ional 
ri ghts of the individual . This holds i n particul~r for all in­
,quis i tions that a re concerne d with the p riva te life and the po ­
litical a f f ili a t i ons of the citizen s . Whoeve r co opera te s in su ch a 
ca se becomes an a ccessory to acts of violat ion or inva lida tion 
of the Cons titution . 

5) It is import ant fo r the def ense of civil ri ghts t hat ass i s t ance 
be g iven to t he victims o f thi s efens e who i n t h e a bove mentione d 
inquisitions h ave refus ed t o te ·stify, an beyond that to all tho s e 
who through the s e inquis itions ha ve sufre red ma te r ial l os!B in any 
way. In particul a r, i t rfill be n ece s·sary t o p rovi de legal couns el 
a n d to f ind vork for them . 
Th i s re quir e s money the collection and us e of which :should be put 
into the hands o f a small organi za ~i on und er t he supe rvi s ion o 
person s known t o be trus t wort hy . This organiza ti on should be i n 
conta ct with al l groups con cerne ~ i th h e prese rva tion of civil 
r ight s . In thi s way i t s houl d be possi bl e t o so l ve th i s i mpo rtan t 
problem w· t hout sett in up a no ther expensive und- rai s ing machi ne ry . 
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