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Dear uoctor Flexner: 

.JDY 

February 28, 1935 

I have been thinking over the question about 1-.Iiss Noether which is im-

plied in the letter from Ers . Manning . I think that her way of putting the 

case to I1:ir . l.'feaver vvas unfortunate . If she had said that efforts were being 

made to raise a .fund which would enable Bry.n L:awr to keep :r~'Iiss Noether perman-

ently, it j s quite possible that ~·l'eaver' s response would have been dif.ferent. 

I am inclined to think that even now if the matter were put before him in that 

for.m it mi 0 ht help . Indeed, if there were same way by vmich you could let him 

lmow that such efforts are being made it migh·b be useful . 

It would be possible to say to Weaver (1) that ].Iiss Noether' s unique 

position in the ·world as the only woman mathematician of the first rank should 

ultimately make it possible to raise the necessary funds; and (2) that all of 

us would be prepared to do anything that we could in the way of persuading 

possible donors to help in this matter . 

The actual action agreed upon by the professors of the Institute 

j with regard to a grant is to set aside $1500 to be used as a grant for Uiss 

' Noether in t1e year 1935-36 in case other means of support should fail. This 

· proposal vms agreed to (1) in recognition of the fact that Miss Noether has 

been conducting a seminar last year and thi~without compensation, and (2) in 

view of our appreciation of her intrinsic worth. It is my personal opinion 

that it would be legitimate to use this money so as to help Bryn 11awr to keep 

the vl700 which has thus far been raised toward a permanent fund . 
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I am inclined to think that the view of our group towards further 

co1nmitments would be someting like this: that we should be glad to see fur-

ther grants made during a period in wnich an effort Vfas being made to place 

her permanently at Bryn Mawr or elsev;here; moreover, that in saying this 

we should be conscious of the possibility that this might became a permanent 

commitment on the part of the Institute . There is no doubt that , apart from 

the uniqueness of her position as a wo.man mathematician, she is quite obvious-

ly one of the most important scientists who have been displaced by -~he events 

in Germany. Therefore even a permanent commitment could be nothing but cred-

· itable to the Institute . 

In saying all this, I run conscious that we have already gone pretty 

far in the 'vay of finding places for the displaced German mathematicians . 

Dr . Abraham :B"'lexner 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, N.J . 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

' tJ u .. 
Osvvald Veblen 

March 1 

P.s . It may be that it would be desirable to discuss same scheme 
by which we ·would share with Bryn Mawr in the support of Miss Noether, e.nd 
thereby assure the continuance of the present arrangement , under which she 
makes a real contribution to the work of the Institute . Perhaps it would 
be desirable for me to come in and discuss this with you a little more in 
detail . I feel sure that if s ometh.ing like this were in prospect, it would 
be a sufficient basis for the continuance of the Rockefeller Foundation 
grant for at least a year or two longer. 

o.v. 
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